LIMITS EXIST ONLY IN YOUR MIND
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  GO SURF


The International Surfing Association works For a Better Surfing Future. No matter what your physical abilities, the only limitations to enjoying the ocean are in your mind. The ISA encourages disabled persons to pursue the pleasures of surfing and is actively developing programs so that these surfers are recognized for their dedication and ability. 

For more information contact ISA Vice President, Maile Aguerre via E-mail at maile@isasurf.org
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ISA ADAPTIVE SURFING DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
PROGRAM DETAILS: 

Adaptive surfing offers physical challenge, a better life style and personal success; a way to overcome obstacles and limits, safely with minimal risk.

WHAT IS ADAPTIVE SURFING?

The Program was developed by Pirata and is endorsed by the ISA. The program consists of 2 days of training, each student with a coach or multiple coaches depending on impairment:  

DAY 1: Basic Techniques

Materials To Use

· Above the Knee Amputee – Fun board

· Below the Knee Amputee - Short board

· Paraplegic – no leg movement – Long board com designated accessories

· Arm Amputee – Short board

· Acessories to be used – gloves, boots, life jackets
Water Orientation

· Techniques about how to get in and out of the water 

· Reading the Ocean: Observing the water conditions;

· Where to enter and get out with the board;

· Wave topography

· Waves in the inside and outside

Techniques in the sand 

· How to paddle

· How to stand

· How to position body on board

·  Safety

· Getting out of the water

Swimming Pool training

· Floating

· Swim

· Paddle

· Laying on the board

· Chest up

· “Turtle” – knee

Day 2: Instructions in the Water

In the Ocean

· How to paddle

· How to stand

· How to position body on board

·  Safety

·  Getting out of the water
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FUTURE PLANNING

· COLLABORATION WITH ISA MEMBER NATION GOVERNING BODIES ALL OVER THE WORLD TO COMPILE LIST OF PARTICIPATING SURFSCHOOLS WITH ADAPTIVE SURFING PROGRAMS
· ADAPTIVE SURFING EXHIBITION AT THE ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSSHIPS AND THE ISA WORLD SURFING GAMES (MULTI-FUNCTIONAL DISABILITIES)
· IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ISA WORLD ADAPTIVE SURFING GAMES TO BE HELD IN CONJUNTION WITH THE ISA WORLD SURFING GAMES
· COLLABORATION WITH OTHER ADAPTIVE SURFING PROGRAMS 
· INTRODUCTION OF SPECIALIZED JUDGING CRITIERIA FOR ADAPTIVE SURFING COMPETITIONS

· ACCUMULATION OF PARTICIPATING SPONSORS

Brazilian surfer, PIRATA, embodies the spirit of the ISA mission perfectly. PIRATA is not only an inspiration for disabled surfers, but for the whole surfing community.





Alcino José da Silva Neto, known as PIRATA, was born on 6th Sept 1969 in the city of Guaruja. He has been surfing since he was 8 years old. During his childhood and adolescence, he took part in regional championships. By 16 years old he suffered a serious motorcycle accident by being trampled by a drunk driver. Because of the lack of assistance and several injuries, he had his left leg amputated. The barriers that had appeared after the accident were, little by little, overcome with determination and strength of will of this human being, who decided to pursue his childhood dreams. Initially, he returned to practice swimming. The return to surf was another natural stage of his life, when he had to adjust himself to create his own style and technique. Perseverance was the prime factor. His goal has been searching for the best waves of the planet. In 1996, PIRATE was responsible for the creation of The Surf School at the beach of Pitangueiras, Guaruja. Since then, he has introduced the sport to approximately 3,000 pupils - people of all ages including working with destitute children and disabled people.��Having the waves as passion, some of the best places have already been visited and tamed by this surfer: Hawaii, Australia, Indonesia, California, Mexico, and Peru. Nowadays he directs his efforts to free surf and to spread ADAPTED sports for Disabled People in the Surf through the International Surfing Association, ISA. Pirate has also improved himself through courses ministered by ISA. During his visit to Australia, California and Hawaii, he received certificates for facing dangerous waves, and first-aid diploma given by the local brigade of firemen, besides developing a special prosthesis for surfing. As he himself likes to say:�
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“The impossible is inside the slacker’s mind”.
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